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WCC Central Committee Vill Meet August 16-24 


(St. Andrews, Scotland) - Ways in which the world's Protestant, Anglican and 
Orthodox churches can move towards closer unity will be surveyed at meetings 
at St, Andrews, Scotland, this August, 


The meetings, August 16-24, will be the annual sessions of the 90-member 
policy-making Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, through which 
these confessions are seeking common ways to overcome division. 


The selection of Scotland as the site for this year's meeting commemorates 
the 50th anniversary of the historic First World Missionary Conference held at 
Edinburgh in 1910. From this meeting the international missionary movement was 
developed which, together with the faith and order and life and work movements, 
resulted in the Tormation of the World Council in 1948, 


Two major concerns of the Committee during the nine-day session will be: 
the role of the World Council in promoting church unity and the problem of over= 
population. 


The discussion on the WCC role in church unity will reflect a growing 
interest in defining the WCC's function in keeping types of closer church union 
before its members. 
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Traditionally the WCC has remained aloof from union negotiations between 
churches and has confined itself to study and co-operation and to providing the 
framework within which its members carry on co=-operative practical programmes, 


Support for family-planning as part of the answer to the population pro- 
blem was given in a report, published last October, of a special study group 
convened by the WCC and the International liissionary Council. The 20-member 
group composed of theologians, doctors, family welfare specialists and others, 
cautioned that unless action is taken the annual increase of 50 million persons 
in the world will have "grave social, political, economic and even religious 
repercussions", 


In other sessions the Committee will: 


Vote on the proposed integration of the WCC with the International Mis- 
Sionary Council. Many of the WCC's member churches have endorsed the plan and 
it is expected that the required number of IMC member bodies will also approve 
it. If the plan is adopted, full integration will take place in opening act- 
ions at the WCC's Third Assembly in New Delhi, November 18 - December 5, 19613 


Approve final plans for the Third Assembly including distribution of an 
80-page study booklet on the Assembly theme "Jesus Christ - The Light of the 
World" which will be printed in over 12 languages and in hundreds of thousands 
of copies. The global distribution is part of a plan to make the Assembly de- 
liberations a true reflection of "grass-roots" thinking in local congregations 
of the WCC's 172 member churches; 


Receive reports on the progress of a study on religious liberty being con— 
ducted by a special 13—member WCC Commission, Closely connected with this 
study is another report on Christian witness and proselytism. Member churches 
of the WCC have by unwritten agreement largely refrained from conducting mis- 
sions among each others! nominal members; 


Review the work of the churches during World Refugee Year and consider 
plans for a new drive in areas of acute human need and co-operation with the 
five-year Freedom From Hunger campaign which starts in July under auspices of 
the UN Food and Agricultural Organization; 


Discuss tentative proposals for changing the criterion for membership of 
the Council. The present Basis is acceptance of “our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour", Some member churches have requested changes to bring the basis 
more explicitly into line with the doctrine of the Trinity and to found it more 
clearly on the Bible. Proposals made will be referred to the Third Assembly, 
which is the only body with the authority to approve a change; 


Outline general plans for the WCC programme between its Third and Fourth 
Assembly (normally a six-year period). These plans, which will be submitted 
for approval to the New Delhi Assembly, are expected to forecast a greatly ex- 
panded operation. The present WCC budget of $505,000 is more than double what 
it was ten years ago; 


Hear reports on progress towards construction ofthe new $2,500,000 head— 
quarters. Blueprints were approved by its Executive Committee at meetings in 
Buenos Aires in February. EPS, Geneva 


Swedish Leaders Debate IMC-WCC Union 


(Skara, Sweden) — Swedish ecumenical leaders have publicly debated the case for 
and against integrating the work of the International llissionary Council and 
the orid Council of Churches. 
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At the five-yearly meeting of the pastoral synod of the Skara diocese of 
the Lutheran Church of Sweden Dean Nils Karlstrém, of the Skara Cathedral, a 
former secretary of the ecumenical pioneer Archbishop Nathan Séderblom, told 250 
clergy that the planned integration of the IMC and WCC is a logical step. 


Going over the ground of his ow book, the first full-scale study of the 
history of problems arising from IMC-WCC integration, he traced the "ecumenical 
trend in missions and the trend to integrate missions into the church" from the 
time of the first world missionary meeting at Rdimbpureh an 19109 


(The subject of IMC-WCC integration has roused controversy in Scandinavia, 
where missionary activity has been largely pioneered in voluntary associations 
not organically related to the churches.) 


In discussion on Dean Karlstrom!s speech, Dr. Bengt Hoffman, director of 
Lutheran World Service in Geneva, said that the merger was logical but he 
cautioned that "all objections will not have been discarded by the fact of inte~ 
gration". He said too little attention had been given to the opposition of some 
groups like the Anglican Church Missionary Society in England, which had held 
out for the "voluntary principle”. Dr, Hoffman also said there would have to be 
a continuation of discussions with conservative "confessional" church bodies 
that fear big unions because they might compromise on doctrine for the sake of 
practical co-operation. 


Other speakers, including vice-chairman Bengt Sundkler of the IMC and the 
Rev, Gdte Hedenquist, IMC secretary for the Christian Approach to the Jews, 
pointed out that a poll of IMC and WCC member bodies had revealed numerically 
weak opposition to the integration plan. But they said that the negative react- 
ion represented a large body of opinion, because 50 per cent of Protestant mis= 
Sionaries belong to groups outside the constituency of both world bodies. 


Orthodox churchmen in exile from Esthonia and Lutherans exiled from Esthonia 
and Latvia attended sessions of the synod, June 14-17. EPS, Geneva 


Us Eastern Orthodox Seek Closcr Co-operation 


(New York) —- Representatives of eleven Bastern Orthodox churches in the United 
States have agreed to establish a permanent conference for co-operation among 
themselves and to find ways of "strengthening of that unity which is the essence 
Om Orthodoxy’. 


Meeting recently in New York, the church leaders who collectively represent 
five million US Orthodox, approved formation of an Episcopal Conference to pro- 
mote collaboration and consider common problems. They agreed that the member 
bodies of the conference will be termed the "Greek Orthodox Catholic Church, 
also known as the Eastern Orthodox Church". 


The meeting was presided over by Archbishop Iakovos of New York, head of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America and one of the six 
presidents of the World Council of Churches. (See also EPS No. 12) 

EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Oxnam Honoured 

(Westminster, Md.) — Retiring Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of Washington, 
Deva, received Nigh praise from his fellow churchmen during annual sessions 
which he presided over for the last time at the Baltimore Methodist Conference. 
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"To millions he is known as a world figure, a crusader for human rights... 
and the outstanding bishop of the church," Dr. Clarence L. Fossett, superin- 


tendent of the Baltimore East District, told the assembled 1,000 ministers and 
laymen, 


In his address, Bishop Oxnam, who has been head of the Washington Area 
Since 1952, criticized ministers who do not keep themselves well informed, "I 
have come to refuse to tolerate personal unpreparedness and intellectual sloven- 
liness," he declared, 


In other sessions delegates supported: non-violent protests against racial 
Segregation, the elimination of capital punishment and the dissemination of fa- 
mily planning information. They also re~affirmed support of the National Council 
of Churches, EPS, Geneva 


Vanderbilt Compromise Plan Rejected 


(Nashville, Tenn.) -— The Rev. James M, Lawson, expelled in March from Vanderbilt 
University for participating in "sit-in" strikes, has rejected a compromise 
offer which would have awarded him a bachelor of divinity degree from the Uni~ 
Mersiivemescee @pseNoe 11, 125015, 22). 23) 


Mr, Lawson, who is now enrolled at Boston University School of Theology, 
said he could not accept the offer “under the terms of the compromise reached 
at the expense of Dean Nelson", 


The proposed settlement offered the 32-year old former Methodist mission- 
ary to India two ways of fulfilling graduation requirements; either by passing 
written examinations without re-enrolling or by transferring to Vanderbilt 
credits he is expected to earn this summer at Boston University. 


The compromise solution had earlicr been rejected by the University Board 
of Trust's executive committee, but the University later reversed its stand 
and decided to make the offer to Mr. Lawson after a petition backing the plan 
was signed by many of the University's 400 faculty members. 


Last week University chancellor Harvie Branscomb, whose refusal to admit 
Mr. Lawson touched off the resignations of Divinity School Dean J. Robert 
Nelson and eleven faculty members, named Dr. Herman A. Norton to direct the 
school during the summer term. Dr. Norton, a professor of church history at 
the school, is one of the four faculty members who did not resign in the dis- 
pute. The post as director has been interpreted as equivalent to acting dean. 


Chancellor Branscomb had earlicr relieved Dr. Nelson of his duties imme- 
diately, but gave the other resigning divinity professors ten days to withdraw 
their resignations. All of the faculty, including Dr. Nelson, have been offered 
positions by Chicago Theological Seminary. EPS, Geneva 


Lutherans Move Towards Merger 


(Rock Island, Ill.) - The Augustana Lutheran Church has voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of union with three other Lutheran bodies - thus making practically 
certain the largest Lutheran merger in US history. 


The action taken at the church's centennial synod in Rock Island, Ill., is 
considered decisive in the negotiations. It paves the way for continued talks 
with the United Lutheran Church in America, the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and the American ivangelical Lutheran Church, All of theso bodies are 
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also expected to give approval to the union at their respective conventions this 
year. The proposed new body wovld have a baptized membership of 3,100,000 making 
it the largest Lutheran church in the United States. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Asked to Probe Social Issues 


(Geneva) ~ A group of 40 economists, politicians, industrialists and theologians” 
has called on the World Council of Churches to face up to a set of specific is- Me 
sues in its study work on social responsibility in the next cight-yecar period. 


Among questions listed for the future by the WCC-sponsored consultation 
were: How can production in industrial society be directed to socially desirable 
goals? What effect do modern salesmanship and technology have on human beings? Cm 
What are the growing responsibilities of industrialised Europe and America in . 
the developing Asian, African and Latin American economies? 


The group said Biblical theologians should come together more with poli- ie. . 
ticians and economists to understand modern society and help Christians to act, » I 

The consultation was held at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near * oR 
Geneva, under sponsorship of the Institute and the WCC departments on the Laity | i 
and on Church and Society. BPS, Geneva 


owiss Churches Favour Protestant Radio Station 


(Sion, Switzerland) - The swiss Protestant Federation has endorsed a plan to set 
up an international European radio transmitter in Switzerland if the money can 
be found. 


At its annual meeting last week, the federation heard reports from a special we 
commission that legal and technical difficulties could be overcome, but that Bia 


million Swiss Francs (about $700,000) would be needed to establish the plant and J 


the annual running costs would be about half this sum. RemeS 
Cantonal and local churches in Switzerland were asked to study ways of , 7) 
finding 250,000 francs a year, within the country. Other efforts will be made to | © 
as i 


gather support abroad. 


The station would concentrate on spreading the Christian Gospel through 
daily religious services, interviews, drama, documentary, news sessions and mu | 
sic. Many languages would be used. oF 


The project, actively promoted in Europe since 1957, was accepted by the 
Swiss churches only after three years study. It wovld operate through a board 
on which the churches would have majority representation and avoid controversial | 
matter aimed at non-Protestants. Political controversy that might violate Swiss 
neutrality would also be excluded. 


tl, a 


Next year's meeting of the Protestant Federation will hear reports on Likely; see 
financial support of the station and take the next steps. ini 


A closing reception at the Federation's meetings, held this year in the ; e, 
strongly Roman Catholic canton of Valais, was attended by the ioman Catholic 
Bishop of Sion, the Right Rev. Francgois-Nestor Adam, who urged discovering the 
common ground between Catholics and Protestants. EPS, Geneva 
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- Three monks from the lioscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church are 
visiting the Church of England. The group, led by Archimandrite Nikodim, of the 
External Relations department of the Moscow Church, is returning a similar visit 
to Russia made in the spring of 1959. 


Us| Ts 


Dr. Egbert de Vries has been named to represent the Commission of the Chur- 
ches on International Affairs on the Advisory Committee of voluntary organiza- 
tions for the Freedom from Hunger Campaign of the UN Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganization. Dr. de Vries directs the Institute of Social Studies at the Hague 
and is chairman of the committee of the World Council of Churches! Department on 
Church and Society. The CCIA is a joint agency of the WCC and the International 
Missionary Council, 

* x 


The Rev. Akila Todi has been elected first African president of the 10,400- 
member Lutheran Church of Christ in the Sudan. The church has been formed as a 
result of the work of the Danish Sudan United Mission, 


* * 


Publication of Scriptures for the first time since World War II has. been 
permitted in the Latvian region of the USSR. The new edition of 1500 copies is 
a fresh translation of the lew Testament and Psalms in Latvian, 


* x 


Arrangements for community representation in the Jordan parliament after 
elections planned for next autumn give Christians nine out of a total of 58 
seats. In the present parliament they have seven out of 40 seats. Ten per cent 
of Jordanians are Christians. The present foreign minister, Musa Nasser, is an 


Anglican. 


x 


A second retreat conference of international civil servants has been held 
at Biévres, near Paris, May 27-29. Aiming to define “applied Christianity" in 
the international political arena, the meeting was attended by 20 participants 
from 11 countries, working in international organizations in Paris and Brussels, 
They came from Anglican, Baptist, Congregationalist, Czech Brethren, Disciples, 
Methodist, Mar Thoma Syrian, Reformed and Roman Catholic church backgrounds. 
(See also EPS No. 19, 1959) 


* 


A 70-year old Christian chief who was once an Anglican lay leader will be- 
come the first African governor of a colonial territory. Sir Adesoji Tadeniawo 
Adereni, Chief of Ife, will be sworn in as Governor of the Western Region of 
Nigeria in July, replacing an Englishman, Nigeria will be granted independence 
on October 1, Sir Adesoji, a descendant of the founder of Yoruba, a pagan re- 
ligion practiced by six million Nigerians, was among the first Nigerians to 


embrace Christianity. 
x 


The Union of Baptist Churches in the Netherlands accepted five new chur- 
ches into membership at its 80th annual meeting in May. Fifteen new churches 
have beon formed in three years to bring the Baptist total. for the coutry tO 
8247 members in 65 churches. The Dutch Baptists also heard reports of increased 
theological seminary enrolment and plans to send a third missionary couple to 
the British Baptist mission ficld in the Congo. 
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OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE DURING THE FIRST SEMESTER 1960 


GENERAL: 


AFRICA: 
ALGERTA:; 


WCC Denounces Anti-—Semitic Vandalism «. .6s><s <« «se ee a. 
MCGUAsKetContinged WhieSumporbale ts «ki “Sas 
Ecumenical Scholarships Awarded to 135 Students .....e- 
UN (Report: Sees Decline in Relicious Bias! . 0. fe hela. 
Churches Challenged on European Integration... °. <6... 
CEG Chese Gudy  Mbera tron Prop Lome. > toa! < » }oabs oaliel ce ate 
Church Leaders Denounce Anti~Semitic Vandalism .....-. 
WCC Executive Committee Will Meet Feb, 8-12 in Buenos Aires 
Dewan Crea auartereePLShieds ly belce sa) Ae ta yoola’ Pe. Meche rectdume 
Hocumenical, Prize Essay Winners Announced . «is . 2 © \allel’s 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Widely Observed .... 
Hea AVEO raAvel Or. stUiOCU.US ws) «ital w ase ¥lcewees celnare 
CUMane Olea ct CN tt JOO hy. eta hee Le vais oe ha ilelce Gas. eee tae 
WCC Asks Ban on All Atomic Tests (Buenos Wires )iscursiteg! ieee 
VCCePlaAnetora.COnvactoawi ti loon, Chuyvohes. 4 is a jae ure Oates 
futherans sLeunchotudy of “Rotian Catholicism \! sou « . isiiels 
HewNnGo* POOL ONL TPDUs! LLPOr Uy i650 5.10 cue lented es) «lle eate 
PuUunerar Hour WiLL brogacast FLOM OPALD, . elle te ol le uslheete 
WOW end sumazi tian Choro Leaders Conteris. o < «los Woes 
WuCy Has 60,000. Refuges Case loadiy hi 2A pu eta Oe BO 
Prompt WCC Aid for Moroccan Barthquake Victims ....se-+s. 
Cierches Give 2,000,000) Hor RerugeéevAid 4% “ « «) eoe) som 
Let uCumen veal eyoutheAgsemblynin Nuroepe ¢- 6 6-2 » ..9 0 8 
MOSCACHUCCI ALC eT Oranartnquace: VACbims... 6.) “6 Vo ete wos 
CAs TOMAS VAUMM SI DORD Od Mauss sls seis 8 ts © aye See 
Co-ordination of January Prayer Weeks Urged . . » « » s «» 
CCIA Warns Against Simple Disarmament Proposals e« « « « + » 
Memorial Service Héld for Dr, and Mrsevan Beyma . .« « 2» « 
Proposed UN Religious Liberty Declaration Seen Too Limited 
CCIA Appeals to Hisenhower for Atom Test Controls « » « » « 
intierans) Chart. cudy. Of Roman Catholicism . 6 es. 5s ies 
Be Reports ec. ble Translation Progress . ‘sf! ss .« ss) 4 drs 
WCC Explores Reconciliation Prospects in South Africa. . , 
WeECeASKoerrayers Oru sum t COnTerences. »s\y 4 <-'80 <) ete 
PCS Nemes Dry COMeS PhOeO CEST Tia wee a: 4 Go) wwe ol 4) ae 
WeOelasiec-LIOO Pentecost Message. 5. 2 a 5S db em ele © is 
UCM CY WLI) wOrtG ALT Ca, iy vig) 4) seb thee € ce. tele, wee aes 
WO@StnVoy Re tiris, Trem, COU LIGALIA Ca py al ee 4 fe bk ee tes 
Unity, A Major Interest of Kuropean Christian Youth... . 
Dr. Nolde Sends Open Letter to Summit Conference . +. «+. e 
PACGenekaemrideorenpartheid mm APYICa? “ss sy <0 3 es oe 
WSCF Teaching Conference, Strasbourg, July 16-31 .. «+. . 
World tC AST Otol ds ont ener CEli yj) Ula heu sehen teh fas 26> te ae 
WCC Proposes Consultation of South African Churches ... .» 
World YWCA Takes Stand on Race .,.. -« : Pie ta Ae Ie 
Berlin Youth Neeting Seeks New Approach i. Shure iat wine 
Chutes IEE VE CULMS Feiss Wetec 'oh eos) 0% 4) ce le cal Re 
Moscow Church Makes Big Gift to WCC Libraries «1 « « « « « 
AGT omer vine Pe Lem Ws levee, +) ole vo #6 8 4, ke) eh 
Four Areas to Have New Christian Education Materlals .. . 
1,000 in 1960 Ecumenical Work Camps « 1. » 6 » © + ee eo 
WCC Central Committee Will Meet August 16-24 . «4 6 + eo 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


Unity Moves in French-Speaking West Africa . 6 «+ © « « « 


Algerian Church Leaders Appeal for Peace ++ +++ eee + 


WOUWwmo Oddo ADAAHHPHHWWWO DY YB 


ie See Teer LN ps 
fe elton phoneeerte.t 
> fat eRe uty EL gitthor 
ea de oer es sist fer 3 
5 ; > ae Meee. 
‘ ay #5 pet aT ead tas ‘ hho © bite! pg ~—D 
ee a iad | ups lates Davita eee Reyer ae Ae ee 
° a aS. fn »* cor anaes a fe, ara eal pte ‘cis ait eA aey 
Rea MAUR REM, ON Pare cai Aine eae 
ha, woot eee OO Oe Jagd enna EU. an 
p ebaaeaaes deh cone aes, ie Lave) Aes 
die ese | it eae : Pave as Es ne: 
mist ay” Pet yal Speers ais 
sia ven bei 
«> yo GO 
st enor 
itt sEepiegs 
| 08 wat 
afi ote tage. Be oi Apaerad 
pts cae . : ees) ee Py 
4 40. eee ty 
jt oh Te tae 
‘) sy Setaret 
i: Leh Ry Sins 
mmoiyZ ital T mee . ‘oy Ton 
Me oes Peet : ~~. yee: 
) ena tes ape 
2 anew AR 
Sirsa Asie 
i Dang EE» 
haan Ae 


j ie & de 


r » y ry 
Wk Pat a 
' 


o> ‘on 
baie yd tAze. age 
a aay y. Le 
we Bie k a 
= rae 
a eee 
1 (he SRN Mes 
rent} Ph” Vey Ce “be Bdye" 
big bacw) ce, ae in Perea Me eae Pa 1p 
. Aa * Fae : iy Gta, rs sksnt — oh, 
meek Va y ” yA i AS. Woo 7 +d 
ee agent eee hla iad a; nat A eae a fae 
aan ig sai D RS aD CM AE) 
‘ey sigh odo Sade ee rs his | rey ; 
% * 4 il ee Re brs: ork ae ve es beg a } 
Wey sncety wh se uae ee — weer Ahitthiie e 
a ae RN te % pies 
hd Gal oe pia 


4 * mn tu , re vy 


‘ aw ie hi ice ek 


4 


i San 
3 au Seat En 


page 2 


ARGENTINA: 


| AUSTRALIA: 


AUSTRIA: 


Churches Urged To Learn More About USSR Christians ..., 
Argentine liethodists Map Expansion Programme ....e.e. 


Australian Churches Merger Document Gets Approval .... 
Australian Churches to Hold Major Conference ..+-ee- 
Churches Warned About Christianity's Divisions < ..«» >» 
NowcHomestoriRusslan *Retugees «4 5.5 sy ew 8 6 ele ee ee 
Australian Methodists Debate Summit Collapse ... +s» 


Eastern European Methodists Doing Well, Bishop Reports . 


BELGIAN CONGO: Congo Churches Will Get Mission's Property ....e. 


BELGIUM: 


BRAZIL 
BURMA: 


(2, 
Z 
S 
ee 


Siem OcioniMac.ons to Build Congo Seminary... . sie + 7 
NowmNerNent hem cliivCh ra CONGO saecdte. vice \e 0 ¢sallesw sche ee 
Congo Presbyterian Church Independent .‘. . « e «+s -e-» 


Belgian Churches Commend Congo Independence .« « »« « « » » 
PrOLeopant wravnl Lom OOLG Oe erusselse Church 4.) 6 bl sees 
ProOvcscenceamLorma LLonsCen rer it SorueeeLa-w» ss. eb “sites 
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Buddhism to Be Made: Burma's State Religion « «ss» « s « 
Burma Christian Council Against "Buddhist State" .... 


Newbigin Denounces Colonialism in Missions ..»+»+e«ee 
Canadian Church Asks End of Capital Punishment .., «». « 


Churches Aid Chile Quake Victims 6 “Oh ea at! 6 8 £6 e0s Orel Ne ae 


NepOmunGLVGn OMmrGW Nese ChUTCHISS isc etvelue 5 00 6) nl a) ele yce 
Chinese Anglican Denies Forced Unification of Churches . 
Roman Catholic Bishops Sentenced in China . « « »« «2 « « 


Awakened Social Conscience Asked in Latin America ... - 
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